
Housing is not only a basic need and human right. In the midst of an unprecedented pandemic, it is also a significant form of 
healthcare.1 Keeping everyone housed is critical for public health and recovery. 

Yet with the COVID-19 pandemic and widespread unemployment, as many as 40 million people nationwide face eviction due to 
inability to pay rent.2 Millions more are likely taking on unsustainable debt, dipping into savings, or cutting food and medications 
to make rent.3 At the same time, in recent decades Wall Street speculators and corporate landlords have jacked up housing costs, 
subjecting residents to rent gouging, instability, and unsafe conditions, while pocketing runaway profits.4 The largest corporate 
landlords are not only thriving, but reaped at least $470 billion in recent tax breaks and giveaways, including over $170 billion 
through the CARES Act.5

We urgently need a more just and sustainable housing system, starting with federal action to make housing policy central to any 
COVID-19 relief package. 

We demand the federal government:

• Immediately institute a comprehensive national eviction moratorium that bars all evictions and foreclosures, 
except for health and safety reasons, through the end of 2021 and until the end of the pandemic emergency. 
Halt evictions at every step, and ensure adequate enforcement. 

Incrementally extending the current CDC eviction moratorium, with its loopholes, unnecessarily jeopardizes the 
health and well-being of at-risk households, hinders economic recovery by throwing their financial planning in 
disarray, and hampers implementation and enforcement.6 And while strong eviction moratoriums have proven 
effective, researchers found that lifting eviction moratoriums led to over 433,000 excess COVID-19 cases and 10,700 
preventable deaths in the U.S. between March and early September.7

• Forgive rent for all renters, and mortgage payments for all homeowners, affordable housing providers, and 
small landlords, applied from March 2020 until the end of the pandemic. Suspend all rent payments and the 
above mortgage payments for the duration of the crisis, and cancel accumulated arrears. 

Rent forgiveness is necessary to ensure assistance swiftly reaches those who need it most. 
Low-income renters, who constitute the majority of renters, would disproportionately benefit from 
sweeping forgiveness.8  In contrast, unemployment insurance and stimulus checks are leaving out 
millions of needy renters. Only 17% of lower-income adults had received UI as of August, but 55% 
of renter households with annual incomes under $35,000 before COVID-19 have lost employment 
income since March.9 In sectors like domestic work, over 90% of 20,000 surveyed workers lost 
jobs, but the vast majority received no UI or stimulus.10 Rental assistance funds, which typically 
require renters to apply, are not only quickly running out, but often exclude undocumented people, 
those informally employed or unbanked, rural households, and anyone who has trouble navigating 
the application system.11 Those needing assistance are falling through the cracks.
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• Alongside rent and mortgage forgiveness, allocate rental relief payments to small landlords and affordable 
housing providers who comply with renter protections, to be disbursed on a needs basis. Tax the largest 
corporate landlords to fund this relief. 

This shifts the burden of applying for relief from renters to landlords, while striving to use public funds efficiently 
by screening out the largest landlords. Real-estate leasing recently ranked as the second most profitable of U.S. 
industries,12 and large corporate landlords are benefiting from $470 billion in tax breaks.13 They can afford to pay 
more, and help families stay in their homes.

• Stop private equity and large corporate landlords from acquiring distressed property by creating an 
acquisition fund to enable public entities, non-profit affordable housing providers, community land trusts 
and tenant cooperatives, to obtain this property.14 

Establish a Social Housing Development Authority to swiftly purchase distressed assets for rehabilitation and 
conversion to permanently affordable housing.15 Grant the development authority and affordable housing providers 
first right of purchase, for the duration of the pandemic and recovery period.16 Provide a line of credit from the 
Treasury as additional financing. Grant jurisdictions and housing authorities flexibility to use rental assistance funds 
as down-payments towards acquiring and converting distressed properties into permanently affordable housing. 

• Resource grassroots organizations at the frontlines of responding to community needs and supporting 
tenants.

Grassroots organizations are at the forefront of assuring that relief reaches those most vulnerable and in need, 
including immigrant communities, returning citizens, unhoused people, women, people of color, low-income people, 
people living with disabilities, LGBTQ and gender non-conforming people, and others. They often carry the burden 
of public education about new federal rules and relief efforts, as well as facilitating enforcement, on already strained 
resources. A grants program should support grassroots organizations that are engaging tenants. 

For more information, please contact:  
Dianne Enriquez, Co-Director of Community Dignity Campaigns, denriquez@populardemocracy.org.
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