
A Blow to Voting Rights: ​
What to Know About Louisiana v. Callais (2026) 

The Supreme Court just handed politicians a blank check to silence Black and Brown 
voters. For decades, Section 2 of the 1965 Voting Rights Act guaranteed Black and Latine 
voters the right to elect representatives who actually speak for them. It’s how majority-Black 
and majority-Latine districts were created across the South — giving communities that had long 
been shut out of power a voice in Congress and state legislatures.  

On April 29, 2026, the Supreme Court’s 6-3 ruling in Louisiana v. Callais effectively dismantled 
Section 2’s guarantee of fair representation.  

The Legal Question: Can states draw voting districts to make sure minority voters have a fair 
chance to elect someone who represents them?  

The Supreme Court’s Answer? No.  

The background: In 2024 Louisiana redrew their Congressional map in response to a federal 
court order under the 1965 Voting Rights Act, adding a second majority-Black district. A group 
of white voters then challenged that map, arguing that it violated their rights by sorting voters 
based on race. The Supreme Court agreed with them, undoing decades of Civil Rights progress. 

This decision… 
●​ Eviscerates the Voting Rights Act, Section 2, which since 1965 has protected against 

racially discriminatory legislative districts and election systems.  
●​ Slams the door on voters trying to prove discrimination because they must now prove 

that legislative maps discriminated against them on purpose. 
●​ Empowers Republican-led states to eliminate majority-Black and Latine districts, 

which tend to favor Democrats. Democrats could lose 12 to 19 congressional seats in 
the South. An estimated 70 House districts and 191 state legislative districts were 
protected under Section 2 and are at risk of elimination over the next few years. 

●​ Strips Black and Latine voters of the ability to choose their representatives. Black 
and Latine voters gained representation across the South through Section 2 claims.  

The GOP is already using the ruling to grab power 
●​ Florida immediately approved four new GOP-leaning seats. 
●​ Louisiana paused their House primaries to redraw the map, potentially eliminating both 

Democratic-leaning districts. 
●​ Alabama, Tennessee, and South Carolina are all calling special sessions to redistrict. 

Key Messaging Frame 
●​ This ruling shrinks the political rights the 14th Amendment was meant to expand. 
●​ Attacks on voting rights follow a long historical pattern: when Black communities gain 

power, the rules get changed to silence them. 
●​ Black and Latine voters have a right to elect representatives of their choice. 

How we fight back 
●​ Pass the federal John Lewis Voting Rights Advancement and the Freedom to Vote Acts 
●​ Pursue defensive redistricting in Democratic-controlled states 
●​ Intensify voter registration and turnout efforts 
●​ Mobilize against unfair maps in state special redistricting sessions  
●​ Push for state-level Voting Rights Acts 
●​ Continue litigation through the courts 

 
For further information 

●​ How We Fight: Callais Decision Toolkit - messaging, social media content, CTAs. 
●​ Messaging guidance from LDF and ACLU, the organizations who litigated Callais.  

 

https://www.supremecourt.gov/opinions/25pdf/24-109_21o3.pdf
https://www.scotusblog.com/2026/05/the-supreme-courts-indefensible-evisceration-of-the-voting-rights-act/
https://www.scotusblog.com/2026/05/the-supreme-courts-indefensible-evisceration-of-the-voting-rights-act/
https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2025/oct/15/us-supreme-court-voting-rights-act
https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2025/oct/15/us-supreme-court-voting-rights-act
https://www.scotusblog.com/2025/10/court-appears-ready-to-curtail-major-provision-of-the-voting-rights-act/
https://www.brennancenter.org/our-work/research-reports/section-2-voting-rights-act-supreme-court
https://www.scotusblog.com/2026/04/in-major-voting-rights-act-case-supreme-court-strikes-down-redistricting-map-challenged-as-racia/
https://www.nytimes.com/2025/10/15/upshot/supreme-court-voting-rights-gerrymander.html
https://cdn.prod.website-files.com/664f769adc5cc1607d32b366/693c85542ed35aaddd503882_REPORT_SCOTUS_VRA_2.0.pdf
https://www.wdsu.com/article/louisiana-second-majority-black-district-struck-down-supreme-court/71163824
https://cdn.prod.website-files.com/664f769adc5cc1607d32b366/693c85542ed35aaddd503882_REPORT_SCOTUS_VRA_2.0.pdf
https://www.brennancenter.org/our-work/analysis-opinion/brennan-center-reacts-devastating-louisiana-v-callais-ruling
https://www.brennancenter.org/our-work/research-reports/section-2-voting-rights-act-supreme-court
https://www.coloradopolitics.com/2026/05/04/desantis-signs-new-florida-congressional-map-that-could-net-the-gop-four-seats-into-law/
https://apnews.com/article/congress-louisiana-primaries-supreme-court-03cdb6951d7fefb448bfd2f37f98c0ea
https://www.cnn.com/2026/05/01/politics/alabama-special-session-redistricting-voting-rights-act
https://apnews.com/article/redistricting-supreme-court-voting-rights-act-b4e3a7be89305f94a4f05c09981406ce
https://apnews.com/article/redistricting-congress-trump-voting-rights-b5e9ff37581e34e7083a429309c8e45e
https://www.vote.org/explainer-johnlewisvotingrightsadvancementact/
https://www.vote.org/explainer_freedomtovoteact/
https://www.politico.com/news/2026/04/30/hakeem-jeffries-voting-rights-act-gerrymandering-redistricting-2026-midterms-00900661
https://www.naacpldf.org/state-voting-rights-acts/
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1SdwmEhq8fumA1L8BXBi0oCrCSsBZjCIgr_Cj5ySA1K0/edit?tab=t.0
https://avanan.url-protection.com/v1/r01/url?o=https%3A//www.naacpldf.org/wp-content/uploads/CALLAIS-DECISION-TALKING-POINTS.pdf&g=MDU3YmZlY2VhYjdjZDMyOQ==&h=NjRkMDkyZTU3Mjg0MDYzNjcxOGIwMzY5MzY4Njc4ZmM5OGRmMmYyMDZmOGNmM2E4YTFjMDBlNTI5MjdjZWY0NA==&p=YXAzOnRoZWxlYWRlcnNoaXBjb25mZXJlbmNlZWR1Y2F0aW9uZnVuZDphOm86MzhlNDJiMGU5ZTliOWMwMDIyZDQ5ZWYwMDJhZDA2M2Q6NzpoOlQ=

